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(...) The purpose of my reading of Derrida will therefore be
twofold: to provide a structural analysis of DerIida's general theory of
writing trom text to text; at the same time to examine the language in
which this theory is artieulated. Having established the main formal and
conceptual parameters of the theory, I shall eompare Derrida's scrip­
tural model with some of the principal concepts of systems theory. The
goal of this comparison will not be to explain Derrida's philosophy from
the extemal standpoint of another discipline, nor to suggest any direct
or specific ehannel of inßuence from the one to the other; it will be
rather to draw attention to significant parallels between the two
discourses, and to investigate how these might extend our unders­
tanding of Derrida's work. As I have already suggested, tbis is also
a recontextualization of Derrida's philosophy, or a contextualization
supplementary to racent philosophical re-evaluations. In addition to the
presentation of Denida as legitimate heir to a eertain (continental)
philosophieal tradition, it points to the interaction of Derrida's
philosophy with a wider contemporary episteme, and, within that
episteme, the singular and special case of the life sciences. An
interesting eorollary of tbis recontextualization will be its visible links
with the 'atomist' or 'materialist' siele ofDerrida's philosophy, a side that
has perhaps been more in evidence in recent texts, but which forms an
important strand of Derrida's thought from La dissemination onwards.
In certain respeets, the reference to atomist philosophy in these texts
represents a kind of 'short-circuiting' of the mainstream Western
philosphieal tradition, opening a faseinating dialogue with the semi­
repressed other of that tradition.

c.].
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