Cet ouvrage se présente donccomme un voyage d’explorationdu
systtme du ’second Wittgenstein’. Le fil directeur en est I'idée d’une
famille de cas de dérivation™ le ’schtme des fleches’ en expose la
structure, indiquant les deux types de mouvement que peut y accomplir
un 'terme vagabond’. C’est ce mouvement de I'objet image’ déterminant
les motifs que nous voyons s’inscrire successivement sur ’le tapis de la
vie’, qui se trouve ainsi cinétiquement restitué, illustrations a I'appui.

Philosopher sur Wittgenstein revient a jouer avec Wittgenstein.
Clest par cet apprentissage vivant que le lecteur peut avoir vue sur
Pévenement que constitue sa démarche: renouant avec la lignée des
philosophes-géometres, elle démontre la puissance de renouvellement
permanent de la raison spéculaire, tout en affirmant son originalité pour
la philosophie d’aujourd’hui.”

* % %

MACHEREY, PIERRE. A quoi pense Ia littérature? Paris: Presses
Universitaire de France, 1990.ISBN 2 13 043309 254 pp.

"Indépendamment des agréments qu’elle procure a ses lecteurs,
la Litt€rature dispense-t-elle des enseignements philosophiques? En
s’appuyant sur 'analyse d’oeuvres empruntées au domaine et a 'dge de
la Littérature, signées des noms de Sade, de Mme de Staél, de Sand, de
Hugo, de Flaubert, de Bataille, de Roussel, de Céline et de Queneau, le
présent livie répond positivement 2 cette interrogation. Car la
Littérature est aussi un opérateur spéculatif, une véritable machine a
penser, dont le fonctionnement répond a des enjeux qui ne sont pas
seulement esthétiques. A cOté de I'idée, déja largement accréditée, d’une
philosophie scientifique, il faut faire place a celle d’une philosophie
littéraire, dont le style produit 2 sa manitre des effets de vérité."

* %%

TYMIENIECKA, ANNA-TERESA. Logos and Life: The Passions of
the Soul and the Elements in the Onto-Poiesis of Culture. Dordrecht:
Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1990.

In this clearly written work, Tymieniecka states in summary that
"the purpose of the literary work is, above all else, to transmit the vision
which the author has incarnated within it to the recipient-reader. First,
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the work establishes contact with the reader within the life-simile of its
fabulation; then its deepest intuition can resonate with the reader’s own
experimential system making it pulsate now in his very flesh and blood.
Thus, the vision which the work incarnates may reverberate within the
recipient-reader’s personal life experience. Then, in a further step --
which is, however, simultaneous with the preceding ones - the vision of
the work expands the experiential schema of the reader opening new
vistas that force him out of his self-enclosed cocoon, new perspectives for
his feelings, thoughts, and imagination. Lastly, and most significantly, it
illluminates his innermost sentiments, and his appraisals of an approaches
to life.

Itis in this last all-embracing step that resides the life-significance
of literature. It is only in enriching our spectrum of life appreciations but
mainly in raising them to a higher tonality and differentiating as well as
expanding our range of experiences, swinging from one possible extreme
to the other, that literature fulfills its vocation.”

* x ¥

KRUKS, SONIA. Situationand Human Existence: Freedom, subjectivity
and society. London: Unwyn Hyman, 1990.

"Social philosophy oscillates between two opposing ideas: that
individuals fashion society, and that society fashions individuals. The
concept of ’situation’ was elaborated by the French existentialist thinkers
to avoid this dilemma. Individuals are seen as actively situating
themselves in society at the same time as being situated by it. In
Situation and Human Existence, Sonia Kruks traces the development of
the concept of situation through the work of Gabriel Marcel, Jean-Paul
Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir and Maurice Merleau-Ponty. She shows how
it illuminates questions of self or subjectivity, embodiment and gender,
society and history, and argues that it goes far beyond the currently
fashionable notions of the ’death of the subject’. Situation and Human
Existence is written in a clear and accessible style, and will be of interest
to all concerned with social philosophy, social and political theory, and
contemporary thought.”
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